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LET LEARNERS KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON

Suzanne Capek Tingley is an American veteran educator with vast
experience in teaching as well as in running a school as the principal. She
is an author of several books on teaching and was named "Woman of
Distinction" by the New York State Senate. This is her golden nugget for
teachers:

 "I used to just hand out the books and start teaching, but it's a lot
easier to get where you want to go if everyone's onboard. Learners
should know what they're going to learn, why they're learning it,
and how it'll be evaluated."

b y  Q u e e n e t h  C l a r k

Last year was full of challenges for schools in South Africa. It
affected educators as well as learners and parents. We sincerely
hope and wish that the new 2021 academic year will be the best
year for you, your school and your endeavour to bring the best
education to our children and set them up for a bright future.

As we have been specializing in revitalising and improving Maths
education for the last 9 years we hope to bring you, in our
newsletters, some quality support for your Maths teachers and
help them with tips and advise to make their jobs a bit easier.
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GOLDEN NUGGETS

FOR EDUCATORS

Nugget - a valuable idea or fact.
Golden - indicates value.



LEARNERS

SUFFERING WITH

MATHS? 

BAD RESULTS?

 

After years of
teaching I actually
learned something

that can help to
improve marks.

MATHS IS A LANGUAGE
b y  P a u l  S o n d e r g a a r d

We are all so used to the idea that Maths is all about numbers and often
overlook the fact that it is full of specialized vocabulary - those Maths words
that children often do not understand.

Believe it or not but it adds to your learners' confusion when they try to
understand Maths. And as you probably know even such words as "minus",
"divide" can be words that learners doesn't understand. Have  you ever tried to
explain some Maths concept to a learner and still failed at it after many
attempts? If yes, try to ask that learner definitions of the words that relate to
the topic and you will find that they don't know or misunderstand at least one
of those words. 

One story from a Maths teacher in the Western Cape comes to mind. After
attending our teachers training she decided to find out for herself what role
Maths terminology plays in teaching Maths. She told us the following: 

"I gave my learners a few minutes to go through what "area" and "perimeter" actually
mean before starting the topic. After the exercise, learners understood the concept of  the
two words and could make examples. 

After marking the September control test, I decided to analyze every question in the
question paper. To my surprise the question on "area" and "perimeter" was the question
that was answered the best. I noticed that even my weaker learners answered the whole
question correctly compared to other questions. Learners marks have also improved by
6.02%."

The Power of words! Not knowing the words can create confusion and
sometimes even an embarrassing situation. My brother once told me a story
about back in the days when he was a Game Ranger in the Kruger National
Park. He was taking a group of European tourists out for a tour. One couple
had dozens of packets of Kudu Biltong and when the tour stopped to view
Kudu, they held pieces out of the jeep. He asked them what they were doing
and they said "trying to feed the Kudu!" After he cleared up the meaning of the
word 'biltong' everyone had a good laugh. They had originally thought biltong
was 'food' therefore "Kudu Food."
I wish you all the best in starting the year! 
Until next month!

My Maths Buddy Program
Founder   
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SIGN UP FOR 

EFFECTIVE MATHS

TEACHING TRAINING! 

 

ENHANCE YOUR TEACHING

CAREER

-

LEARN THE SKILLS TO

BRING FULL

UNDERSTANDING OF

MATHS TO YOUR

LEARNERS 

OUR TRAINING IS 

SACE ACCREDITED


