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UNDERSTANDING PURPOSE OF A SUBJECT

Is it that important for a learner to know and understand the purpose of a subject that
they are studying?

After conducting a survey with more than 5000 learners we found that all the learners
surveyed in primary and high schools across South Africa, regardless of their like or
dislike of the subject of Maths, said that they are struggling with comprehending terms
and concepts thus their understanding of Maths was made that more difficult. The
majority of learners indicated that Maths is needed for better career opportunities but
failed to link Maths with real life and what the purpose of the subject is, i.e. how exactly
would it improve their career choices in the future? 
We found that addressing this topic with learners and giving them the linkage to real life
makes them become more interested and attentive in class.

b y  Q u e e n e t h  C l a r k

Time flies so fast and the schools holidays are already over!
Welcome back to the second term and we hope we can
continue to provide you with effective help to make your job,
as a Maths teacher, that much easier and that much more
effective. 

This is our 4th newsletter of the year and we would love to hear
any and all feedback you might have about it and if you find it
helpful or if you would like us to address a specific topic. Your
opinion is important to us. 
In the meantime, we at My Maths Buddy Club, continue to
work with Maths teachers and help them apply effective
techniques to their day to day work. Have a great month of
May and to you all who are mothers please accept our best
wishes for Mothers Day! 
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GOLDEN

NUGGETS

FOR

EDUCATORS
Nugget - a valuable idea

or fact.
Golden - indicates value.

Back to School
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LEARNERS

STRUGGLING WITH

MATHS? 

BAD RESULTS?

 

After years of teaching
I actually learned

something that can
help to improve marks.

HARD TIME TEACHING

ALGEBRA?
b y  P a u l  S o n d e r g a a r d

To follow up and expand on the above topic - the purpose of the subject
under study - I would like to pick on the subject of Algebra.

No, I will not teach you Algebra or give you advice on how to resolve algebraic
problems in a better way. I want to speak to you about one very important
ingredient in teaching Maths which we found, from our experience, makes a
huge difference in assimilating information and growing affinity for Maths. 

I am picking on the branch of Mathematics called Algebra. Having asked
many hundreds of learners what Algebra is and what the purpose of it is we
ran into an interesting phenomenon. Not one of them gave a correct answer
and couldn't think with it's purpose. The common answer we received was ‘I
am studying it because it is part of school. I must study it.’

From our experience working with learners and teachers we found that not
knowing these important facts results in a dislike of Algebra, they find the
subject difficult and not interesting. 

It's like this: If I tell you to study aerodynamics without telling you what it is
and what purpose the subject has and why you need to possess good skills in
this subject that you don't know you will find this subject uninteresting and
put little to no effort in studying it. 

On the contrary, a child knows why he or she wants to learn, for example, to
ride a bicycle. So, they practice riding with enthusiasm until they sharpen
their skills. There is no difference between the bicycle and Algebra when it
comes to purpose, the same principal is applied. 

Make the subject of Algebra real to a learner. What is the definition of it, how
can one apply Algebra in real life, where in life it is applied, how does knowing
Algebra improve one's quality of life and possibilities in life? Link it to life and
you will find a lot more interest from learners and an eagerness to learn. We
give a very good explanation of Algebra with it's purposes and uses, that any
Maths teacher can use in their classes, in the My Maths Buddy dictionary. It is
on page 38. Try it and see the difference!

Until next month!

My Maths Buddy Program
Founder 

I s s u e  4

SIGN UP FOR 

EFFECTIVE MATHS TEACHING

TRAINING! 

 

ENHANCE YOUR TEACHING

CAREER

-

LEARN THE SKILLS TO BRING

FULL UNDERSTANDING OF

MATHS TO YOUR LEARNERS 

OUR TRAINING IS 

SACE ACCREDITED

info@mymathsbuddy.co.za


